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Informational Regarding Permanent Mail Ballot: 
 
What happens if I join the Permanent Mail Ballot list? 

The Clerk’s Office will automatically mail you a ballot, to the address on your voter file, for every election. 
Why do we have this option? 

Because voters passed Proposal 2 in November 2022, the Michigan Constitution and Michigan law require 
all municipalities to offer and maintain a Permanent Mail Ballot list.  

How do I get my name on the Permanent Mail Ballot list? 
1. Complete the form prepared by our office or submit a written request. 
2. Be sure to sign the form or request (We verify signatures. Voters with signature mis-matches will be 

contacted in an attempt to rectify.). 
3. Submit the completed form or request to the Clerk’s Office by mail, email, or in-person. 

How is the Permanent Mail Ballot list different from the Permanent Absentee Voter Application list? 
If you join the Permanent Mail Ballot list, we will mail you a ballot for each election whereas if you are on 
the Permanent Absentee Voter Application list, we mail you an application for an absentee ballot.  The 
application process permitted voters to easily define temporary locations for mailing the ballot whereas 
the permanent mail ballot process will not. 

Will the Permanent Absentee Voter Application list remain in place? 
Our present intention is to keep the Permanent Absentee Voter Application list for a transition period 
unless required to do otherwise by law or instruction from the Secretary of State. 
If you are a registered voter in Pentwater Township, you can be placed on our list if you properly request 
- no matter the reason or merits of the request.  But, are there reasons why I should not place my name 
on the Permanent Mail Ballot list? 

Yes.  If your physical location changes throughout the year (Ballots cannot be forwarded by the Post 
Office).  

What are the security features? 
• Each signature on a request to join the list is verified prior to placement on the list. Voters with 

signature mis-matches will be contacted in an attempt to rectify. 
• If the ballot is returned for processing as an absentee ballot, the voter’s signature is verified prior to 

counting. 
• A registered elector may submit only one ballot per election (the Qualified Voter File tracks this) – 

voting twice or attempting to vote twice is a felony.   
• People are removed from the list when: 

a) The voter submits a written and signed request to be removed from the list. 
b) The voter is no longer qualified to vote. 
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c) The Secretary of State or your local clerk receives reliable information that the voter has 
moved to another state or has moved within this state but has not updated their voter 
registration address. 

d) The voter does not vote for six (6) consecutive years. 
If I move within the state, does my election to be on the Permanent Mail Ballot list follow me? 

Yes.  You do not have to complete a new form if you move to a new residence in the state of Michigan 
and you update your voter registration address. 

What if a ballot arrives at my home for someone who does not live at this address? 
Contact the Clerk’s Office at 231-869-6231.  Reporting people who have not maintained their voter 
registration will assist us in keeping the Qualified Voter File up-to-date. 

To what address will the ballot be mailed? 
The residential or mailing address you requested to have listed on your voter file. 

Will the Post Office forward a mailed ballot? 
The Post Office cannot forward a ballot.  If your ballot is returned as undeliverable, we will remove you 
from the Permanent Mail Ballot list unless you submit a new Permanent Mail Ballot list request. 

How do I take my name off the Permanent Mail Ballot list? 
Submit a written and signed request to the Clerk’s Office by mail, in-person, or email.   

How else can my name be removed from the Permanent Mail Ballot list if I do not request it? 
If the Clerk’s Office receives reliable information that a person is no longer a resident. 


